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1 what's been marked as Defendant’'s Exhibit 31 and just 1 no point to it. And | would prefer that you leave.
2  ask you to sort of glance through those, if you would. 2  Now, if you so choose and you desire to be here, |
3 A. Correct, | recognize these. 3 cannot tolerate an emotional outburst. 1'm not going
4 Q. What are those? 4  to go through that again. That was the key point of
5 A. This is information from Sadler Clinic and Lab 5 errorin the Crawford case, the only vote to overturn
6 Corp. 6 that case, and it was an eight to one case. That one
7 Q. And are those pretty much the records that you 7  vote was based upon an emotional cutburst of a family
8 submitted to Dr. Carter for her examination on January 8 member during the trial. |1 do not think this is a
9  the 3rd of 19997 9  wise decision. I've been told you family members want
10 A. That's one of them, yes. 10  to stay. It's your option. It's your child, | fully
11 }.o. TURNER: Pass the withess. 11 understand your decision either way, but | wish, Nan,
12 '%. T.FFIN: | have no further questions, 12 that you would confer with them for a moment and
13 Your Honor. 13 express what my desire is. All right. I'll take just
14 THE COUF.T: Have a seat. 14 a moment to let you talk to them.
15 Call your ne.* witness. 15 {PAUSE)
16 MR. TIFFIN: D:. Jrye Carter. 16 THE COURT: All right. Anybody else?
17 {AT THE BENCH, ON THZ RECORD) 17  Leave now.
18 MR. TIFFIN: Judge, tix= > voflars 18 Bring the jury back in.
19  initially did not want to stay in for'this ey have 19 (OPEN COURT, JURY PRESENT,
20 changed their mind. You might want to f ike the jury 20 DEFENDANT PRESENT).
21 out, and | don't want you to be --1 dor’s knov: wh=*'s 21 THE COURT.: Let's proceed.
22 going to happen. 22
23 MS. TURNER: | don't think it's a good 23
24  idea. 24
25 THE COURT: t's going to get rough? 25
L
10 ! 12
1 MS. TURNER: Yesterday was nothing. 1 DR, JOYE CARTER,
2 THE COURT: How rough? 2. having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
3 MR. CROW: The organs are removed from 3 DIRECT EXAMINATION
4  her hody and split. - (oY 1R, TIFFIN:
5 THE COURT: These are photographs? 5 C. v'ould you state your full name, please?
6 MS. TURNER: Autopsy shots, possibly the 6 A. My name is Joye Maureen Carter.
7 rib cage exposed. 7 Q. Wt position do you hold, please, ma'am?
8 THE COURT: There's Pam. Where is 8 A. I'm tue/Lhie f Medical Examiner for Harris
9 Nancy? 9 County, Texas.
10 MR. TIFFIN: Nan's there. 10 MR. TIFFIN- Ca' . | have this marked,
11 MR. CROW: They're afraid of a 11 Irene?
12 breakdown. 12 (STATE'S EXHIBIT NO. 265 WAS
13 MS. TURNER: The ligature around the 13 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION}
14  neck. 14 Q. (BY MR. TIFFIN) Dr. Carter, | show you what's
15 (BENCH CONFERENCE ENDS) 15 been marked as State’s Exhibit 265 and ask you if you
16 THE COURT: Take the jury cut. 16 recognize that document?
17 {OPEN COURT, JURY NOT PRESENT, 17 A. Yes, | do.
18 DEFENDANT PRESENT) 18 Q, Whatis it?
19 THE COURT: All right. Let's be 19 A. It's a copy of my Curriculum Vitae.
20 seated. 20 MR. TIFFIN: Your Honer, I'm going to
21 Now, Dr. Carter is the Medical Examiner 21  submit and offer State's Exhibit 265 and tender to
22  who did the autopsy on Ms. Trotter. My experience is 22 counsel for inspection and offer Dr. Carter as an expert
23 this is going to be fairly vivid testimony, and you 23  witness in the field of forensic pathology.
24 family members who have elected to stay in the 24 MS. TURNER: No cbjections to 265.
25 courtroom, really, I'm advising you not to. There's 25 THE COURT: Admitted. The Court so
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1 designates the Doctor as an expert in the field of 1 A. Yes, [ do.
2 pathology. 2 Q. How does that work exactly, since you are
3 Q. (BY MR. TIFFIN} Dr. Carter, tell the jury 3 with the Harris County M.E.'s Office? How does that
4 what educational and professicnal training you have 4  work?
5 that qualifies you in the field of medical pathology. 5 A. There is a contract through the County
6 A. | obtained my undergraduate degree in Biology 6 Commissicners of Harris County to perform autopsies,
7  and Chemistry from Wittenberg University, Springfield, 7 perform examinations on persons who have died in
8 Ohic. 1 obtained my medical degree from Howard 8 Montgomery County.
9  University College of Medicine in Washington D.C. | 9 Q. Could you please explain what an autopsy is?
10  performed an internship in internal medicine in New York 10 A. An autopsy is a complete examination of the
11 City. Ererivrmed a residency program in pathology, 11 deceased hody. Since pathologists are physicians and
12 both anat*iuicul and clinical pathology, at Howard 12  we do deal with the dead, we cannot obtain a history
13 University Hospials Anatomical is the examination of 13 from those individuals. We must do a very careful
14 the body to determ'ne vhat diseases or injuries of the 14  examination of the body. That's what autopsy is. It
15 individual. Clinical ps*.ology is used in the 15 involves both external examination of the outside of
16 laboratory to make a dingn’ sis of drugs or disease 16 the body, as well as looking at the inside of the
17 through the body fluids. | *hen po-formed a forensic 17  body, all the organs, decumenting whether or not
18 pathology fellowship in Miam. Fl- ¢ida. And after 18 there's injury there and collecting body fluids,
19  medical school, | was an officer i ¢he '_ited States 19 toxicology for that examination.
20  AirForce. | was a Major in the Air Force. | ohtained 20 Q. Dr, Carter, during your career, approximately
21 aBoard Cenrtification in the areas of anuwomizal 21 how many autopsies have you performed?
22 pathology, clinical pathology and forensic pathoi gy, 22 A. | performed over 2,000 autopsies during my
23 Q. Dr. Carter, do you likewise have expertisa’ 23  career.
24  the field of serology? 24 Q. Have you ever testified before as an expert in
25 A. Yes, I've had training in serology as a 25  the area of forensic pathology?
=L
14 ' 18
1 pathologist. 1 A. Many times.
2 Q. What is forensic pathology, please? 2 Q. |want to direct your attention back to
3 A. Forensic pathology is a specialization of 3 January 3rd of 1999 and ask you if you conducted an
4 pathology. Pathology, itself, is a study of the 7 [atc psy en a person who was purportedly identified as
5 disease, the basis of medicine. You add on forensic 5 welivsa Trotter?
6 pathology, it is the medical, legal investigation of 6 A. fes, ] did.
7 death where you look at injuries and diseases that 7 Q. vos your office have any unique numbering
8 leads to an individual's death. 8 system thaiys « azsign to the particular bodies that
9 Q. And could you also explain the field, what is 9 comeinthere?
10  seroclogy, to the ladies and gentlemen of the jury? 10 A. Yes, we do.
11 A. Serolegy is another specialized area where 11 Q. Did you assign'a number to the body that came
12 you examine the body fluids to determine whether or 12  in that purported to be Melissa Trotter's?
13  not you have human fluids and also in the areas of 13 A. Yes, we did.
14  DNA. 14 Q. What was that number, please?
15 Q. Does that also have to do with blood? 15 A. That number was 0C89-2.
16 A. Yes, it does. 16 Q. Now, during your, when you do an autopsy,
17 Q. Sothe jury is clear, a curriculum vitae, is 17  after you do that, do you put your findings in some type
18 that aresume? 18 ofreport?
18 A. ltis a resume involving all of your 19 A. Yes, the findings are dictated while the
20  education, background, lectures, training that you had. 20 autopsy is being performed and then typed into a report.
21 Q. In your capacity as Medical Examiner, do you 21 Q. Are you the custodian of records for autopsy
22 perform autopsies? 22 reports performed in the M.E.'s Office?
23 A. Yes, | do occasional autopsies. 23 A. Yes,lam.
24 Q. Do you perform autopsies for Montgomery 24 Q. | wantto show you what -- I'll get this
25 County? 25 marked, please.
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1 (STATE'S EXHIBIT NO. 266 WAS 1 break down, change color and become very soft and
2 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION. 2 liquidy.
3 Q. (BY MR. TIFFIN) | will show you what's been 3 Q. Did you do an externaf examination of the
4 marked as State's Exhibit No. 266 and ask you to look at 4 body?
5 that, if you recognize it? 5 A. Yes,|did.
6 A. Yes, ido. 6 Q. And did you have any particular findings at
7 Q. [s that record kept in the regular course of 7 that time?
8 business at the Harris County Medical Examiner's Office? 8 A. Yes. The body was presented clothed and
9 A, Yes, itis. 9 there was an apparent injury to the neck, as well as a
10 Q. Did an employee or representative of the 10  ligature tied around the neck.
11 Harris Medi al Examiner's Office make that record or 11 Q. | want to show you what's been marked as
12 transmit t'»2in’ormation regarding acts and events, 12 State's Exhibit Nos, 132 through 161, | believe,
13  conditions, ¢zin‘ons or diagnoses in that record? 13 inclusive, and ask you if you would take a look at
14 A. Yes, they dic. 14 those and see if you recognize those.
15 Q. Was it done at o~ear the time or reasonably 15 A. Yes,ldo.
16 soon after the event? 16 Q. Do these fairly and accurately depict the
17 A. Yes,itwas. 17  events as recorded in each photo?
18 Q. And did the employee «r rt sresentative who 18 A. Yes.
19  made the entries have actual knov ede -»f the event? 19 MR. TIFFIN; Your Honor, at this time
20 A. Yes. 20 I'm going to offer State's Exhibits 132 through 161,
21 Q. And this is a copy of the origiinz!; s that 21 inclusive, and tender those to counsel for inspection.
22 nottrue? 22 (STATE'S EXHIBIT NOS. 267 THROUGH 271
23 A, Yes,itis. 23 WERE MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION)
24 Q. Where is the original? 24 MS. TURNER: No objection,
25 A. The original report is actually with the 25 THE COURT: Admitted.
18 20
1 County, with the J.P. from Montgomery County. 1 Q. (BY MR.TIFFIN) In addition, Dr. Carter, |
2 MR. TIFFIN: Your Honor, at this time, 2 show you also what's been marked State's Exhibiis 267,
3 I'm going to offer State's Exhibit 266 and tender to 3 168, 269, 270, 271 and ask you to take a look at
4  counsel for inspection. A7 0o:e, please, see if you recognize those.
5 MS. TURNER: We would object to 266 as 5 A V=s, | recognize them all.
6 it's improper bolstering. Dr. Joye Carter has not 6 Q. <Jo they fairly and accurately depict what they
7 testified yet, and | believe, if it is ever going to be 7 purpeoritosho v on those photographs?
8 admitted, it is untimely being offered at this time and 8 A. Yes,sir (ney do.
9 | object to it on that basis. 9 MR. V'57 N Your Honor, at this time,
10 THE COURT: Overruled. Admitted. 10  we offer State's Exhit.its 767 through 271, inclusive,
11 Q. (BY MR. TIFFIN} Dr. Carter, take a look at 11 and tender to counsel .or inspection.
12 what's been admitted as 266. Is there a number on that 12 MS. TURNER: No objections to 267
13 particular document, a Harris County Medical Examiner's 13 through 271.
14  number? 14 THE COURT: Be admitted.
15 A. Yes, sir, there is. 15 Q. (BY MR. TIFFIN) Dr. Carter, Fm going to
16 Q. What is that? 16  place on the monitor here State’s Exhibit No. 132 and
17 A. 0C99-2, 17  ask you if you could, please, could you describe what
18 Q. When you conducted your autopsy on the person 18 thatis.
19  purportedly identified to you as Melissa Trotter, can 19 A. Yes. This is the body of the femnale that was
20 you describe the general condition of the body when you 20 later identified as Ms. Trotter. This is prior to the
21 began your autopsy? 21  internal examination where I'm doing the external
22 A. Yes, Ilcan. 22 examination of the body. The body is still clad with a
23 Q. Would you please do that for us? 23 dark sweater here. There's decomposition of the face,
24 A. The body was received in a state of moderate 24  and the body is laying in a position for photographs.
25 decompasition, that means the body tissue had begun to 25 Q. [want to show you what's been previously
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1 admitted as State’s Exhibit No. 162 and ask you to 1 the body breaking down, again, superficial vessels in
2 take a look at that. Does that appear to be the same 2 the skin which contain blood will get dark, and there
3  sweater she's wearing there? 3  appears to be some fungal organisms gathering between
4 A. Yes, it does. 4  the layers of the skin tissue.
5 Q. | want to show you what's been marked as 5 Q. This white sheet bag, is that how the body
6 State's Exhibit 133 and ask you if you can identify 6 arrived at the Medical Examiner's Office?
7 that, please, ma'am? 7 A. That's correct.
8 A, This is another photograph of Ms. Trotter's 8 Q. 1show you what's been marked as State's
98 body. The Harris County nurnber is on the chest area. 9 Exhibit 135 and ask you to describe that for the jury,
10 Q. That would be the 99-27 10 please, ma‘am.
11 A. TaeY correct. 11 A. This is another photograph of Ms. Trotter's
12 Q. AnLr. J.C.would be you? 12  body. There's clothing on the body, but this is the
13 A, That's zorect. 13 bhack. This is showing the back view. These are denim
14 Q. Anything els: 2bout that photograph that is 14  jeans, the lower part or right side of the screen.
15 remarkable? 15  There is a rip in the jeans, showing red underwear
16 A. Well, this photograpt 1s again showing the 16  underneath, and the upper part is showing the back of
17  sweater with outer garmer.'s withostripes on the sleeve 17  the sweater area and the top of the head.
18 area and the marked decompcsiti .n rf the face. 18 Q. |show you what's previously been admitted as
19 Q. We see it is decomposed nire o7 the left side; 18  State's Exhibit No. 165 and ask you if you recognize
20 is that correct? Would that be a fair state ment? 20 that.
21 A. Onthe left side, it's darker in ¢2!'sr and in 21 A, Yes, ldo.
22  this photograph. 22 Q. Does that appear to be the jeans shown in that
23 Q. What does that telf us? 23  pheotograph there?
24 A. The dark color usually indicates blood., Blocd 24 A. Yes, they do.
25 breaks down or as we call, decomposition, it goes 25 Q. It's based on what?
=
22 ' 24
1 through different chemical changes, becomes very dark to 1 A. Based upon the rip that is in the jeans.
2 blackin color. 2 Q. 1show you what's been marked as State’s
3 Q. Did you draw any blood from Ms. Trotter's 3 Zxhibit 136 and ask you to describe that for the ladies
4  body? 4" /ind gentlemen of the jury, please?
5 A. We drew some fluids because of the condition 5 A Rqain, this is a photograph of Ms. Trotter's
6 of the blood. 6 body. (his is the back of the body. This is the
7 Q. Could you describe the condition of the bleod? 7 lower port'an, which has the feet on the right side,
8 A. Well, blood at one point in our bodies is 8 and there veus une black and white gym shoe or tennis
9 living tissue and it does die, it gets dark, and it 9 shoe associate” wit'+the left foot, and just a white
10  becomes very watery as the cellular portion separates. 10  sock on the right foc”.
" Q. How long will it take for blood to break down 11 Q. Sfate's Exhibit 377
12 and become dark? 12 A. This is a photograph of the clothing. We
13 A. Usually in this part of the country, it can 13  have now at this point undressed Ms. Trotter's body.
14  take anywhere from several hours to a couple of days. 14  We are photographing the clothing separately. And the
15 Q. | want to show you what's been marked as 15  lower left corner is the outer garment, which is the
16  State's Exhibit No. 134 and ask you what is that? 16 dark sweater.
17 A. This also is a photograph of Ms. Trotter's 17 Q. That would be here?
18  body, the lower part of the body. There's some exposure 18 A. Yes, sir, above that in the top left portion
19 of the abdomen or stomach area. Again, the body is 19 is a long-sleeved black sweater underneath the green
20 still clad. There's blue jeans on the body. The Harris 20 sweater.
21 County number is on the lower part of the body. You see 21 Q. And--
22 some skin discoloration in the stomach area. 22 A. Then the blue jeans | described earlier on the
23 Q. What does that skin discoloration indicate to 23 right side of the photograph.
24 you? 24 Q. What is this?
25 A. Again, this is part of the decomposition of 25 A. Also, in the far upper left is the bra that
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1 was on the body, underneath the dark sweater. 1 State's Exhibit No. 140 and ask you to identify that,
2 Q. The sweater you're referring to, the dark 2 please.
3 sweater, | show you what's been previously admitted as 3 A, This is the now nude body of Ms. Trotter being
4  State's Exhibit 166. Does that appear to be the 4 photographed for documentation purposes. This is the
5 sweater? 5 front of the body, and you see the Medical Examiner
6 A. Yes, it does, 6 number {aying across the chest area.
7 Q. | show you what's been marked as State's 163 7 Q. State’s Exhihit No. 1417
8 and 164 and ask you if you recognize these? 8 A. This is a photograph of the lower part of the
9 A. Yes, | do. 9 torso, the bottom part of the abdomen, pelvis and legs
10 Q. What are they? 10  that is being phetographed. This is the front of the
1" A. |I''s e left tennis shoe that was 11  body and again, the number appearing across the pelvic
12  associate twit't the left foot and the bra that was 12 region.
13 removed froi~vs. Trotter's body. 13 Q. | want to take this and show you something, if
14 Q. These thing:. w2 re taken off of Ms. Trotter's 14  you don't mind, ma’am. Up here when you're locking at
15  body? 15 it, you'll see greenish color around that. What does
16 A. That's correct. 16  that indicate to you?
17 MR. TIFFIN: | ofter, YourHonor, 17 A. The greenish color is part of the
18 State’s Exhibits 163 and 164 axd » :nc'2r these to counsel 18 decomposition. Again, blood goes through various color
19 for inspection. 19 changes, green, black. There's also fungal, oral
20 MS. TURNER: No objection. 20  organisms that grow in superficial layers of tissue.
21 THE COURT: Admitted. 21 Q. You mentioned something about fungus growth.
22 Q. (BY MR. TIFFIN) Dr. Carter, | show you wt. 3t's 22  What does that indicate to you as a Medical Examiner,
23 been marked as State's Exhibit No. 138 and ashyra o 23 please, ma'am?
24  identify that, please, ma'am. 24 A. Fungal organisms will grow in a moist
25 A. This is another photograph of the clothing 25 environment, usually darkened environment. There's
5
26 28
1 removed from Ms, Trotter's body. In the lower left 1 slow-growing organisms and you'll often find these on
2 corner, pointing out the sole of the gym shoe, and in 2 bodies that have been out in the environment where
3  the center of the denim blue jeans are the underwear 3 i's dark and dank and wet, and usually with several
4 that were removed from the body. The pockets of the 47 luee'cs' time have elapsed, you find these growing in
5 jeans have been turned outward, which is normal 5 necsln
6 procedure. And this is a photograph of the, those 6 Q. ‘Joes that allow you to determine a time of
7 items. 7 death or 2.sis you in determining a time of death?
8 Q. What is the red thing here in the middie? 8 A_ it docs Lssist us in engaging a time of
9 A. That's the underwear, panties. g death.
10 Q. |show you what's been previously marked as 10 Q. |show you what's been marked as State's
11  State’s Exhibits 167 and 168 and ask you if you can 11 Exhibit No. 142. De- .ibe that for the jury, please.
12 identify these? 12 A. This is a phetograph of Ms. Trotter's body.
13 A. Yes, those are the socks and the pair of red 13 Thebody is face down. This is showing the back of the
14 underwear removed from Ms. Trotter's body. 14  head and the neck region. Also, the upper part of the
15 MR. TIFFIN: At this time, we offer 15  back. At this point, the bra is still in place, and
16  State's Exhibits 167 and 168 and tender those to 16  you're seeing some discoloration of the skin and also --
17 counsel for inspection. 17 Q. Right there where that mark is?
18 MS. TURNER: No cbjection. 18 A. Yes, sir.
19 THE COURT: Admitted. 19 Also, part of the ligature is showing up
20 Q. (BY MR. TIFFIN) Dr. Carter, once you remove 20 on the neck area.
21 the clothes of a person when you're conducting an 21 Q. Right there in that area?
22  autopsy, what's the next step? 22 A. That's correct.
23 A. Usually the body is photographed at that point 23 Q. State's Exhibit No. 143, please, ma'am.
24 without the clothes on. 24 A. This is a close-up photograph of that same
25 Q. lwant to show you what's been marked as 25 area. This is showing the ligature, which is a part
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1 of a nylon stocking, parts of the pantyhose which is 1 darkening to facial skin. And the ligature is present
2 tied around the neck with the knot portion in the 2 onthe neck. And there is a dark discoloration below
3  back. That's a close-up showing. 3 the ligature on the front part of the neck.
4 Q. What type of knot was this tagged with? 4 Q. What does that indicate to you?
5 A. ldescribe it as a simple knot. Just the 5 A. This dark discoloration indicates that there
6 material tied together. One loop. 6 had been some postmortem activity by insects and
7 Q. Like you would tie a shoe? 7 animals. There is blood there. There's a lot of more
8 A. Right, just the two loops. 8 advanced decomposition in that area. There's a large
9 Q. Notabow, but justa -- 9 gaping defect there, may have been a point of prior
10 A. Just aknot. 10 injury.
11 Q. Fercdiarknot? 11 Q. Does she still have her bra on here?
12 T~is i, acloser -- look at 144, 12 A. Yes, she dges.
13  please? 13 Q. State's Exhibit 148, please explain what that
14 A. Again, tius i7 amother photograph of the back. 14  states to you.
15 This is the ligature. 7ni 1s the knot area, and then 15 A. Well, this photograph is again, this is taken
16 there are the two arms that .ome off which appear to be 16  after the clothing has been removed and it's normal
17  part of the nylon hosiery. 17  procedure to photograph the back of the body.
18 Q. This is this area right h2re” 18 Q. What are all these marks right here?
19 A. That's correct. 19 A. Well, some of these marks on the body are from
20 Q. Okay. 145 would be, are you atter ipting to 20  where the clothing was, you can see the imprint from
21 take the ligature off at this time? 21  where the bra strap was. And you have just some
22 A. Actually, what I'm doing in this photograp.y, 22 pressure marks from the body being in a certain
23 prior to removing the ligature, | like to see how tic it 23 position, and you have this discoloration, which is part
24  jtis around the neck. I've inserted a pair of forceps 24  of the decomposition with the mold growing and the blood
25 and -- 25  breaking down in the superficial layers of the skin.
30 32
1 Q. Right there? 1 Q. Is the ligature also present?
2 A, That's the tip, and I'm demonstrating for the 2 A. Yes, sir.
3 documentation purposes this is very tightly applied 3 Q. State's 149, could you describe for the jury
4  around the neck. 7 /+that you're doing here?
5 Q. Were you able to determine, once you removed 5 A What I'm doing here for purposes of
6 the ligature, the exact circumference of the knot? 6 docur entation, I'm examining parts of the ligature
7 A. Yes, the ligature was removed and the diameter 7 around th/ ne 'k before it's taken off.
8 was measured at three and a half inches, three and a 8 Q. | nolceteirly well, appears to be
9 half inches. We'll look at that in a second. 9 fairly well wet,»lat .z that?
10 Q. Let me show you State's Exhibit No. 146. This 10 A, |didn't hear yoa.
11 s, | think before the clothes were removed, can you 1 Q. It appears to br rairly wet.
12  tell us what that is again? 12 A, Wet?
13 A. This is actually part of the face region, the 13 Q. Damp? What is that? | don't know how to
14  lower portion of the photegraph, and also the -- looks 14  describe it.
15  like part of the ligature showing up on this margin. 15 A. Well, it is damp. It was damp and it's soiled
16 Q. Right there? 16  with body fluids. At this point, it appears to be
17 A. Going out in this area. 17  certainly some bloed in this area and what we call
18 Q. Right in there, the ligature, is that what 18  liquifying of the tissue from the neck, where the
19  you're talking about? 12  antericr neck area is.
20 A. Yes, and going up to the tip of the root, 20 Q. State's Exhibit No. 1507
21 hair in the photograph. 21 The ligature has been removed?
22 Q. And 1477 22 A. Yes, this'is the back of the head and neck
23 A. This also is another view, This is the front 23 region. This dark area, which is more on the right
24  or anterior surface of Ms. Trotter's body. You can see 24 side, was approximately where the knot was in the
25 there is a lot of damage and decompaositional change, 25 ligature that was around the neck.
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1 Q. Right here? 1 Q. And based on receiving the additional
2 A. Yes, sir. 2 information, does that reinforce your earlier conclusion
3 Q. Excuse me, had ya'll removed her hair at that 3 that there might have been a sharp, forced injury to the
4  point in time? Had it been cut off? 4 neck?
5 A. | believe at that point, we had removed the 5 A. Yes, | did rethink from my earlier
6  hair. 8 observations of the body upon reading that.
7 Q. Now, | show you what's been marked as State's 7 Q. When you say a sharp, forced injury to the
8 Exhibit 151, can you teil the ladies and gentlemen of 8 neck, are we referring to something like a knife wound?
9  the jury what this is? 9 A, Yes.
10 A. It's difficult to see, but this is actually 10 Q. A stabwound?
11 the exa riiction I'm conducting of that defect in the 11 A. Yes.
12 front of th< nek. 12 Q. Cutting?
13 Q. Thatv.ov.d *2 right in here? 13 A. Yes, all those are all in the category ofa
14 A. Yes. 14 sharp wound.
15 Q. Okay. These s forcens? 15 Q. That would be indicated by -- that would be
16 A. These are forceps. “.nd what | have done, at 16 indicated right in here, in this area right here?
17 that very tip of the dark arca in tiw mid portion -~ 17 A. Yes.
18 Q. Right here? 18 Q. Oris it difficult to tell because of the
19 A. No, in the mid portion. 19 gnawing?
20 Q. Right here? 20 A. It's difficult to tell because of the gnawing,
21 A. Up, right, | have explored this arca. Where 21 and also it's a dark photograph, but that was the area
22 the forceps are, I'm identifying that the blood res els 22  of entrance. There is a division in the tissue there.
23 are intact on the sides of the neck. 23 Q. |show you what's been marked as State's
24 Q. Did you find anything remarkable about that 24  Exhibit 152 and what does that indicate to you?
25 particular area? 25 A. This is almost a side profile of the neck with
=L
34 ! 36
1 A. Yes. Onfirst sight, it appeared there 1 the chin, and on first glance, in my experience, it
2 might have been a sharp, forced injury that occurred 2. looked like a sharp, forced injury or some type of
3 previously. And then some point later, there had been 3 cutting wound of the neck.
4 animal activity. And there was --1 did document . (. States 1537
5 there was tooth marks on the neck organs at this area, 5 £, This photograph is another picture of the
6 and the blood vessels, the major blood vessels, the 6 front..rthe body. At this point, the clothing, the bra
7 jugular and carotid vessels, were intact, but had 7 has not bren r 2moved, but this dark area is showing
8 animals gnawing on it. 8 where appear . to nave been previously blood and aiso the
9 Q. | believe you also said there, at first 9 animal activity, Lutappears to be a large wound on the
10 glance, it appeared there had been some sharp, forced 10  anterior surface of tt.e ns ck.
11 injury? 11 Q. The ligature is Still in place; right?
12 A. Right, that's correct. 12 A. Yes.
13 Q. l'want to show you what's been -- whenever 13 Q. 1547
14 you form an opinion about injuries, things of that 14 A. Now, this photograph is showing the full
15 nature, do you form that opinion, based on the facts 15  aspect of the wound to the neck with the chin pulled
16 and circumstances you're provided at the time; is that 16  more upright. | believe the ligature has been removed
17  correct? 17  at this point, and it's showing the extensiveness of
18 A. Yes, you consider all the available 18  this wound in this area.
19  information. 19 Q. 155, would that be a close up of what we just
20 Q. | want to show you what's been marked as 20 described?
21 State's Exhibit 181 and ask you if you've seen this 21 A. Yes,itis.
22  before, if you've seen that before? 22 Q. 1567
23 A. Yes, | have seen this before. 23 A. This photograph is the ligature, which | have
24 Q. And you've read that before; correct? 24  now at this point removed from the body, away from where
25 A. Yes, | have. 25  the knot was tied, with the cut ends back together, and

9 (33-36)

IRENE BEAUPRE, CSR




6-21-00

STATE VS SWEARINGEN - G-I

10 (37-40)

a7 39
1 photographing this for documentation purposes. 1 normal way.
2 Q. Ishow you what's been marked as State's 2 Q. Of course, once a person is dead, the
3 Exhibit No. 189 and ask you if you can identify that? 3 digestive process no fonger continues.
4 A. This appears to be the ligature that | removed 4 A. Not to the peint that it certainly does --
5 from Ms. Trotter's body. There's some hair on the knot, 5 that material would be in the stomach, wouid not have
6 and the knot's intact, and those are the ends that | cut 6 moved down into the intestine and would be acted upon by
7 and put the evidence tape on. 7 time.
8 Q. The evidence tape is the red tag tape right 8 Q. Would this indicate, would this be another
9 here, you're referring to? 9 indjcator of possibly time of death, if you knew when
10 A. Yes. 10 someone may have had something to eat that day?
11 Mo TIFFIN: State offers State's 1 A. It would be a source of information, if we did
12  Exhibit 1€27an 4 tenders to counsel for inspection. i2  have the time they may have last been observed having a
13 MS. TUYNFER: No objection. 13  meal
14 THE COUF. T Admitted. 14 Q. |show you what's been marked as State’s
15 Q. (BY MR. TIFFI'2~or. Carter, some of these 15  Exhibit No. 159. What is this a photo of, please,
16 photographs, there wa: whit appeared to be red, 16 ma'am?
17 splotchy parts. Is that son:e of tiia mold you're 17 A. This is an X-ray of the neck organs and the
18 describing, some of the decoianrsition? 18 central area that is showing here in this grayish
19 A. Yes, that's some of the funyus . ganism 19  white mass.
20 appearing having growed. 20 Q. Right here, where I'm peinting the pointer?
21 Q. That's not fresh blood, is it? 21 A. Yes, these are the neck organs and just in
22 A. No, it is not. 22 the center area, this is the hyoid bone that is
23 Q. Some of it appears to be red. | didn't wa.* 23  showing up in the X-ray and is intact.
24  the jurors to be misled. 24 Q. When you say hyoid bone, could you show -- |
25 A. The colors were vivid, but that's fungus moeld 25 know you can't show the bone, but cbuld you show the
A
38 | 40
1 growing on the layers of the skin. 1 ladies and gentlemen of the jury on your neck where it
2 Q. To continue here, | show you what's been 2__ would be located?
3 marked as State's Exhibit 158 and ask you if you can 3 A. {Indicating) It would he under your chin
4  identify that. ¢ (ang when you swallow, that little notch there, that
5 A. Yes, these are, this is a photograph of some 5 15, 2'.0v that is where the hyoid bone is. And these
6 of the fragments of material observed in the stomach or 6 make up our larynx, what we call our neck organs that
7 gastric contents. 7 help us brzath 2 in air as well as give us voice.
8 Q. You did this via internal examination; 8 Q. Woud ne hyoid -- in this particular photo,
9 correct? 9 is the hyoid bur: fractured or broken in any way?
10 A. That's correct. 10 A. No, itis intact. It actually fairly normal
11 Q. Can you tell the ladies and gentlemen of the 11 in appearance here.
12 jury what the results of your internal examination of 12 Q. |show you what's been marked as Sfate's
13 the stomach was? 13  Exhibit 160 and ask you what that is.
14 A. Well, by closely examining the stomach 14 A_ This is also a portion of the neck organs, |
15 contents, | ebserved about 200 centimeters, about a cup 15  believe, here.
16 or so, of gastric contents. And | could identify 16 Q. And 161, can you describe this for the ladies
17  grossly white meat that appeared to be chicken, that was 17 and gentlemen of the jury, please.
18 consistent with chicken; a small portion what appeared 18 A. This is a photograph, actually, of the
19  to be french fries or potato; and what appeared to be 19  genital region. This is the vaginal area.
20 some small piece of yellow or green vegetable material. 20 Q. What is this right here?
21 Q. How long does it normally take to digest 21 A. This is the cervix that you're running that
22 things of this nature, if you know? 22  light around in that area, and the vaginal tissue.
23 A. There is no hard set number. Our stomach 23 Q. Right here {indicates)?
24  empties at varying rates, usually a couple of hours 24 A. Surrounding, further down. The center part,
25 onward, depending on the way the person eats in their 25 whatyou're having a light on right now.
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1 THE COURT: Why don't you handle the 1 did you find anything remarkable or unremarkable in that
2 light and approach the document camera. 2 area?
3 A. (BY THE WITNESS) This area here is the 3 A. The abdominal region, no, | did not, just
4  cervix. That area that I'm pointing to is the 4 decompositional change.
5 cervical region or entrance into the uterus, and 5 Q. The heart area?
6 surrounding this area is the vagina, which is the 6 A. No.
7 entrance into the female organs from the external 7 Q. The lungs?
8 portion of the body. 8 A. No.
9 Q. Now, that was washed off, that doesn’t show it 9 Q. Liver?
10  being washed or cleansed prior to examination? 10 A. No, just decomposition.
11 A. Mol does not. 1 Q. Likewise, pancreas and the spleen?
12 Q. |Iskrw rouwhat's been introduced as State's 12 A. Just decompositional change.
13  Exhibits 270.~icd' 271 and ask you on 271, to describe 13 Q. Inrelation to the head, we noticed in those
14  that for the ladies 21d.zentlemen of the jury. 14 photographs, on the left side of the head was much
15 A, Following on 112" previous photograph, this is 15 darker and appeared to have a more advanced rate of
16  showing the vaginal arra, w'iich at this point has been 16  decomposition; is that correct?
17 cleaned, and now we're dcsumernting for photographic 7 A, Thatis correct.
18  purposes, and in this area, thure ; gprars to be a bruise 18 Q. Okay, did you notice any fractures to the
19 in the vaginal wall. 19 skull?
20 Q. And State's Exhibit 270, is this a ¢/ oser view 20 A. No.
21 of that particular injury? 21 Q. Is it necessary to fracture the skull, if you
22 A. This is a closer view of that area that 22 hit someone, will it necessarily fracture the skull?
23  appears to be a bruise, and also, there's a smai! 23 A. No.
24  section where, beneath the lining, which is called t! = 24 Q. If so, someone could actually be struck by an
25 mucoesa, there is an area of blood that has collected. 25  object and that there be no fracture?
¥
a2 43
1 Q. You may return to your chair. 1 A. That's correct.
2 Dr, Carter -- 2 Q. Someone could be struck by the hand and
3 MR, TIFFIN: Cne second, Judge. 3 ’here be no fracture?
4 (PAUSE) 4 +. That's correct.
5 Q. (BY MR. TIFFIN) Did you do an external 5 O il a person is struck by an object or hand or
6 examination of the -- you did an external examination of 6 fist, wi, that generally cause a bruise?
7  the head area? Did you find anything remarkable about 7 A. i.crtanly may cause a bruise.
8 the victim's tongue. 8 Q. Anuwbiuise is what?
9 A. The tongue? 9 A. A bruisc’indisates that the skinon top is
10 Q. Yes, ma'am. 10  intact, hasn't been bruken, but underneath, the blood
11 A. Yes, | did. There appeared to be a deep 11 vessels have been dariaged and blood collects in that
12 bruise was in the tongue as | examined it. 12 area.
13 Q. When you say bruise, are you referring to what 13 Q. Ina, in a situation where a body has been in
14  would he a hite? 14 the woods for, say, 25 days and there has been a bruise
15 A. Yes, sir. 15 and blood's collected, where would be the most likely
16 Q. Soif a person is being strangled, is it 16 spot for animals and insects to attack first?
17  possible they would have bitten their tongue? 17 A. Animal and insects alike are drawn to blood.
18 A. That's possible. 18 They're drawn to wounds and they're also drawn to body
19 Q. Was the bite all the way through or was the 19 cavities, but if there's an area of injury, we usually
20  bruise ali the way through or how would you describe it? 20 see animal, insect activity at that site.
21 A. It was very deeply seated. There appeared to 21 Q. So if a person were struck on the left side
22 be abite mark or cut. And as | examined the structures 22  of their head and remained out in the woods for 25
23  of the tongue, this area surrounded by -- appeared to be 23 days and there were, there was animal, insect
24  bruising. 24 activity, would that be consistent with the injuries
25 Q. Inregard to the flora, the abdominal region, 25 that we saw on Melissa Trotter, or that would be
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1 consistent with photographs we saw of Melissa Trotter? 1 increase your breathing, increase your rate of pulse.
2 A. Yes, it certainly could be. 2 And many times after the heart has stopped, if you do
3 Q. Based on the evidence that you saw and the 3  electrical work, you can detect brain activity,
4 evidence you've since gathered, do you have an opinion 4 Q. You may have answered it just there, but to be
5 as to how long that body had been there? 5 sure, I'm going to ask you this simple format, could you
] The rate of decomposition and all that, & explain to the ladies and gentlemen of the jury how you
7 do you have an opinion as to time of death? 7 die from strangulation?
8 A. Yes, | did form an opinion. 8 A. You die from strangulation by not being able
9 Q. What is that? 9 to get oxygen to the brain.
10 A. larrived at the opinion of the body being 10 Q. In this particular autopsy, did you form an
11 dead fo. ~paroximately 25 days or so, based upon the 11 opinion as to the cause of death?
12 appearan :. 12 A. Yes, |l did.
13 Q. Soif « pe s~ disappeared on December the 8th 13 Q. What is that opinion?
14 of 1998 and the bosv. as recovered on January 2nd of 14 A. Asphyxia, which is a lack of oxygen due to
15 1999, that would be ¢~uisistent with your findings? 15 ligature stranguiation.
16 A. Yes, it would. 16 Q. That would be the ligature around Ms.
17 Q. Could you describe *he --you mentioned insect 17 Trotter's neck; is that correct?
18  activity, could you describe tha 1= va. and maggot 18 A. That's correct.
19  distribution on the body? 19 Q. | have just a couple more questions | want to
20 A. There were fly larvae or maggots fsund in the 20 ask you about. In the photographs that we saw, her
21 area of the face, the mouth, the neck v.ound. Ther» were 21 shirt and sweater and bra were pushed up, | believe.
22 also some found down inside of the G-l tract. 22  As a matter of fact, you even mentioned in your
23 Q. Are you familiar with the life cycle of theus 23 autopsy report that the bra had been pushed up. Are
24  particular insects? 24 there any possibilities for the way that those clothes
25 A. Somewhat, yes. 25 were pushed up?
=L
44 ' 48
1 1. Based on what you observed at the time of A, Yes,
2 autopsy, does that change your opinion as to the time of Q. Could they have been pushed up from possibly
3 death? 3  aeing drug across the ground?
4 A. No, there were, flies come and lay eggs in g A. They could have been.
5 succession, which graduate. There was nota 5 ¢ Could they have been pushed up by someone
6 tremendous amount of maggot activity as is seenin 6 [like, rr aching, I'm demonstrating, reaching arms
7  cother cases where death was shorter. And that did not 7 aroundth. pel son, drag behind, dragging somebody like
8 change my opinion. 8 that? Couw t'.at I ave happened?
9 Q. When a person is strangled, describe that 9 A. That couly buve happened.
10  process for the ladies and gentiemen of the jury. When 10 Q. Could it alsc'.ave happened from sexual
11 will they lese consciousness? 11 contact?
12 A. Well, with the actual strangulation, what is 12 A. Yes.
13  happening Is a person is being prevented from 13 Q. [f a person were drug along the ground under
14  circulating blood in or out of the neck or basically 14  the arms, drug along the ground, would you expect to
15  in and out of the brain area. And the person may lose 15 find -- and in a wooded area, densely wooded area, what
16  consciousness within a minute or less, depending on 16  would you expect to find on the body?
17  the amount of force that is applied. 17 A. 1 would expect to find scratches on the skin,
18 Q. What organ confrols the whole body? 18 linear scratches from being drug over irregular
19 A. The brain. 18  surfaces.
20 Q. And if a person is strangled and they lose 20 Q. As a matter of fact, one of the pockets was
21 oxygen to the brain, will it be the first {o die? 21 severely ripped in her jeans, was it not?
22 A. Normally, the brain is not the first to die. 22 A. That's correct.
23 Usually, the other organs are the first. Our whole body 23 Q. Would you expect to see scratches in that
24 asks to give oxygen to the brain. The brain will tell 24  area, had she been drug under the arms while --
25  the heart and lungs to speed up what they're doing, 25 MR. TIFFIN: Can | demonstrate for the
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1 witness and the jury what I'm talking about, Judge? 1  brain activity is when you have cut off of the blood

2 THE COURT: You may. 2  supply, several minutes.

3 Q. (BY MR. TIFFIN}) If a person were to drag 3 Q. If a person has a ligature around their neck,

4 somebody like this along the ground {demonstrating}, 4 will they make gurgling sounds, generaliy?

5 would you expect there to be scratches back here if 5 A. They might make gurgling sounds.

6 they were being drug across logs, woods, things like 6 Q. Could that indicate to a perpetrator,

7 that? 7 possibly, that the person may not be dead, even though

8 A. Yes, some. 8 they are dead?

9 Q. Did you see they scratches on Melissa 9 A. It might.
10 Trotter's hody anywhere? 10 Q. Just sol have this clear in my mind for the
11 A. Py did not. 11 jury, when a person is strangled, you break it down in
12 Q. Divjo1 receive a toxicology report for her? 12  detail what exactly happens to the person, the first
13 A. Yes, Fdid 13 thing is they lose consciousness, then what happens?
14 Q. Did you get . .h=77? 14 A. The breathing function is really out of our
15 A. Yes, | did. 15 contrel. We can't hold our breath. That may
16 Q. Was there any prob).m, or what did it 16  accelerate, that may speed up for a little while, The
17 indicate? 17  brain is saying oxygen, the heart, lungs, move faster,
18 A. There was a small amo .t Jf rthanol, alcohol 18 There might be an attempt. And sometimes that sound
19 in the chest fluid that was removeu. T'zve was a very 19 that might be made is the lungs are still {rying a
20 smalt amount in the liver tissue and pile, 20 little bit, and the oxygen is not going anywhere. With
21 Q. Would that indicate, the smali'ziiourt that 21 the ligature still on and no blood going, sooner or
22  you're talking about, would that indicate to you she t/as 22 later, the heart and lungs quit and then the brain also
23 intoxicated that day? 23  quits because of lack of oxygen.
24 A. She may have had an alcoholic beverage, 24 Q. If a person were to move during this, that
25 perhaps, that day. 25 person would still be alive; correct?

-k
50 52

1 Q. Is alcohol also created by bacteria, things of 1 A. Technically, they would still be alive if the

2 that nature? 2 brain is still having activity.

3 A. Yes, some of the breakdown products with the 3 Q. Could you give us some reasons why the

4 fat becoming more liquified will produce some ethanol in % /uvanue could have been bitten through?

5 the body which is detected through toxicology. 5 2. vlell, the tongue could have been between the

6 Q. |want to show you, if | can find it here, 6 teeth it could be a reflex to clamp down on the

7 show you what's been marked as State's Exhibit 139 and 7 tongue. £ person may also have had a seizure or a

8 ask you if you can identify that. 8 convulsiohas <he oxygen gets low. That's another

9 A. This is showing the pants pocket, the jeans 9 reason that pecieacy have a seizure, they're not
10 pocket and the piece of paper that was found with the 10  getting enough oxyrzn t) the brain and different parts
11 phone number and appears to be a woman's name. 11 of the brain are affect.d at different rates and that
12 Q. What is the woman's name on that piece of 12 can cause a seizure to take place, which could result
13 paper? 13 in the tongue being bitten.
14 A. The name is Nichole. 14 Q. What about someone striking a person under the
15 Q. This was found at autopsy? 15 chin?
16 A. Yes, it was. 16 A. That's also a possibility. That pushes the
17 Q. How would temperature affect decomposition? 17  lower jaw up onto the tongue and causes a bruising an
18 A. Temperature will somewhat, well, a cool 18 the muscle of the tongue.
19 temperature somewhat slows down decomposition. Warm 19 Q. At the time she hit her tongue, could she have
20 temperature will accelerate, speed it up, usually. 20  been unconscious?
21 Q. Once a person has a restraint or ligature put 21 A, She could have been.
22 around their neck, how long will they normally live? 22 Q. Couid she have been conscious?
23 A. Well, the textbook usually says four to eight 23 A. Yes.
24 minutes. There's really no way scientifically to test 24 Q. Would that be more likely of the two?
25 that. When you say four to eight minutes to detect 25 A. | could not say.

IRENE BEAUPRE, CSR




STATE VS SWEARINGEN - G-I 6-21-00

53 55

1 Q. When you did the autopsy, is it normal 1 Q. Would a fleck of blood exposed to the elements

2 procedure for the M.E.'s Office to collect trace 2 be bright red?

3  evidence? 3 A. Not in this length of time, it should not.

4 A. Yes, it is. 4 Q. The injury that you described earlier fo the

5 Q. Was evidence, trace evidence collected in this 5 neck, do you think that, do you still stand by your

6 case? 6 cause of death as death due to strangulation by

7 A. Yes, it was. 7 ligature, or do you think that that injury to the neck

8 Q. And could you describe what evidence was 8 could have been fatal?

9 collected, for the ladies and gentlemen of the jury? 9 A. | stand by my cause of death. As upon
10 A. Th2 clothing was examined first before the 10 rethinking the findings, there may have been a sharp,
11  autops’ turk place under specialized lights. And 11 forced injury at the central portion of the neck;
12  following “at/ the body was examined with a sexual 12  however, the vessels that are most important, were not
13 assault kit w.er: evidence and materials were taken 13 cut by that, if there was sharp, forced injury there.
14 from the body, fror 1%, : genital regions, the anal, 14  Solwould say that the asphyxia due to ligature was
15 wvaginal, meuth area, 2.4 hair was collected. 15  the primary cause of death.
16 Q. Was evidence ccller.ed from under the 16 Q. The clothing that | showed you earlier, were
17  fingernails? 17  they packaged and given to the Montgomery County
18 A. Yes, that's part of the exar.nstion. The 18  Sherifi's Department detective for transport?
19 fingernails are scraped, those scrupins care turned over 19 A. Yes, they were.
20 for evidence examination. 20 Q. Do you know who they were given to by any
21 Q. You indicated earlier that her uicod was, 21  chance?
22  like, dark, dark red; is that correct? 22 A. No, sir, I do not.
23 A. That's correct. 23 Q. The vaginal bruise that you indicated earlier,
24 Q. If, if a bright red fleck of blood were 24 could you -- is there a way to date that?
25 discovered later by DPS personnel during examination, 25 A. We make attempts to date, but with

0
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1 what would that indicate to you? decomposition, it's difficult.

2 A. If bright red blood was discovered, examining Q. And in your attempt to date this particular

3 this tissue? 3 oruise, were you able to do so?

4 Q. Yes, ma'am,. # +. ldon't believe that | was.

5 A. That would indicate seme contamination. With 5 . vou didn't mention it in your report, but we

6 sensitivity of the tests that are being performed now, 6 had 2 srevious discussion; is that correct?

7 perhaps a fleck of blood in the air, in the environment 7. A. e, we did.

8 could have somehow gotten into the tissue. 8 Q. Anaycato'd me at that time what?

9 Q. And actually, that could have gotten there 9 MS. T ULNTR: Your Honor, I'd object.
10 from anywhere. Would that be a fair statement? 10 That is an improper Jue: tion.
11 A, Yes, it would. 1 THE COURT: What's this related to?
12 Q. Would a bright red fleck of blood be 12 MR. TIFFIN: The vaginal bruise she
13  consistent with your findings at autopsy? 13 testified to earlier, Judge. I'm just asking her if
14 A. Not with Ms. Trotter's body, not the bright 14  there's a general time period she could relate to, not
15 red. 15 an exact date.
16 Q. Soif a bright red fleck of blood were found, 18 THE COURT: Let's clear it up.
17  you deem that fo be caused by contamination at some 17 Q. (BY MR. TIFFIN) Dr. Carter, let me clarify
18 stage? 18  that for you. !s there a general time frame that we can
1% A. It could be. 19 relate this vaginal bruise to?
20 Q. Is it not beyond the realm of possibility it 20 A. Yes. | believe what | stated was that the
21 could have occurred at the M.E.'s Office, is it? 21 bruise may have been received up to three days prior to
22 A. No. 22  Ms. Trotter's death.
23 Q. You try to do the best you can, but sometimes 23 Q. Up to three days, which means it could have
24  you don't; correct? 24  occurred that day of her disappearance or three days
25 A. That's correct. 25 before that; correct?
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1 A. That's correct. 1 hearing, I'll et them come in, but | would have
2 MR. TIFFIN: Judge, could we approach 2  objection.
3 the Bench for just a second? 3 THE COURT: For purposes of this hearing,
4 (AT THE BENCH, ON THE RECORD) 4  they'll be admitted.
5 MR. TIFFIN: Judge, we're going to go 5 Q. (BY MS. TURNER) Did you have an opportunity
6 into that HPV. We need to do it outside the presence of 6 to study these records before you fermed your opinion as
7  the jury. That would be my last point on autopsy. 7 to the cause of death in this particular case?
8 THE COURT: Allright. You could pass 8 A. Yes, the thicker section, yes, | did review
8 her? 9 those.
10 MS. TURNER: We don't object to not 10 Q. Defendant's Exhibit 317
11 bringin, 2t .p in front of the jury. 1 A. That's correct.
12 VN T.FEIN: | don't want to pass the 12 Q. It's true that Defendant's Exhibit 31 contains
13 witness untii i dv thot. 13  within it the biopsy reports from Lab Corp Corporation
14 {BENCH COMIERENCE ENDS} 14  in Defendant’'s Exhibit 32; is that correct?
15 THE COURT. -Let's take a break. 15 A. That's correct.
16 MR. TIFFIN: YCur'onor, | pass the 16 Q. And as you were performing the biopsy, you
17 witness at this time, 17  noted that the vaginal wall displayed a pink, red
18 THE COURT: Let's tal*e .ur morning break 18 discocloration; is that correct?
19  before we start cross. 19 A. Yes, as | was performing the autopsy, yes.
20 (RECESS 10:35 AM, TO11:10 A'M) 20 MS. TURNER: May | approach?
21 THE COURT: The matter we ere 21 Q. (BY MS. TURNER) | show you State's Exhibit
22 discussing in chambers, let's take it up outsid2 ti 2 22 270 and, well, these have already been admitted into
23 presence of the jury. 23 evidence, I'll just display it for you.
24 {OPEN COURT, JURY NOT PRESENT, 24 What is 2707
25 DEFENDANT PRESENT) 25 A. This photegraph is showing the vaginal
=L
s8 ' 60
1 MS. TURNER: May | approach the witness? 1 mucosa, Right above the labia there, there is an area
2 EXAMINATION 2__ of redness discoloration where | have sectioned. I've
3 BYMS. TURNER: 3 . opened up the mucosa underneath. There appears to be
4 Q. Dr. Carter, how are you? - [a=cllection of blood.
5 A. I'mfine. 5 CC &y it fair to say that what you have done here
6 Q. I'l show you Defendant's Exhibit 32 and 6 is per’urmed a section of the vaginal wall?
7 Defendant's Exhibit 31 and ask you if you recognize 7 A. Yer,it's called an incision.
8 those documents. 8 Q. Thissirat hare, is that the cervix?
9 A. Yes, | believe | recognize -- | believe | 9 A, Yes, thal's pliuof cervical opening, yes.
10 reviewed a copy of these medical records. 10 Q. And is there r.sce loration surrounding the
11 Q. it's true that Detective DuBose delivered to 11 cervix?
12 you Defendant’s Exhibits 31 and 32, being medical 12 A. There's not a lot of discoloration. That's
13  records of Melissa Trotter for you to examine while 13 more of a shadow, | believe, right in that area.
14  you were doing your autopsy, correct? 14 Q. Isn't it true that what's above the cervix
15 A. That’s correct. 15  right there appears to be of the same color as the
16 Q. Do you have an extra copy of those records 16  vaginal incision that you made?
17 with you, right now, of the medical records that -- 17 A. Which area are you referring to, ma'am?
18 MR. TIFFIN: It was the ones | gave you 18 Yes, that is still part of the vaginal
19  earlier, Dr. Carter. 19  mucosa.
20 MS. TURNER: At this time, we would 20 Q. Now, you reviewed the medical records and can
21 offer Defendant's Exhibits 31 and 32. 21 you tell the jury, can you tell the Judge at this point
22 THE COURT: For purposes of this hearing? 22 by reviewing the biopsy and Defendant’'s Exhibit 32 what
23 MS. TURNER: For purposes of this 23 the diagnosis of that biopsy dated July of *98
24  hearing. 24  indicates?
25 MR. TIFFIN: For purposes of this 25 A. The diagnoses indicated that there were
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1  multiple areas of chronic infection on the cervix area 1 A. Well, the whole way it is detected, when you
2 and particularly, the endocervical, which is the 2 have a normal pap smear and you're basically scraping
3 ftransition between the different types of tissue, and 3  off cells, those cells are examined by a specialist in
4  that there was a focus of what appeared to be, 4  that particular area.
5 consistent with human papillomavirus infection, changes 5 THE COURT: What specialist is that?
6 in the appearance of the cell, histelogically or under 6 THE WITNESS: Usually a pathologist
7 microscopic examination, changes in the cells. 7 works with the gynecologist. They read the pap
8 Q. Sol guess in laymen's terms, would it be fair 8 smears, a routine examination for a female. And they
9 to say that Melissa Trotter had the medical condition of 9 note that the cells under the micrescope appear
10  HPV? 10 abnormal.
11 A. Yez, .hat would be fair to say. 11 Q. (BY MS. TURNER) And so originally, you have
12 Q. Ar7ca you tell the Judge exactly what that 12 agynecologist take a lock at what's going on,
13  condition ist 13 anatomnically speaking; correct? And then he refers
14 A. Well, humar p~; illomavirus is a virus. It's 14  the pap smear on to a pathologist for reading?
15 aninfection and it de22 cause changes in the cells, and 15 A. Well, normally, the gynecologist performs the
16 it has been associated ‘vith cervical cancer. It also 16 pap smear and sends it out to be read by a pathologist,
17  can be associated with sexual acivity and is usually 17  and then the gynecologist would inform or the laboratory
18 made by a diagnosis of a biepry - .nea you're looking at 18  may Inform the patient what is on there. Usually, the
19 the tissue microscopically. 19 gynecclogist will do that.
20 Q. inreferring to the biopsy, did it int.icate 20 Q. The Lab Corp record you have looked at,
21 to you that this, in fact, was a chronic rlam matien 21 Defendant's 32, is, in fact, the pathologist that read
22 or chronic condition that Ms. Trotter had? 22  the pap smear that the gynecologist sent to him;
23 A. | believe | testified that it was chronic. 23 correct?
24 Q. Could you explain the difference between a 24 A. | believe that's correct.
25 chronic condition and an acute condition? 25 Q. S$Sowhen you have an inflammation of the
=L
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1 A. 1 will assume you can by the inflammatory 1 cervix which is consistent with HPV, isn't it logical
2 cells you would see histologically or under a 2__ to also assume that you will also have an inflammation
3  microscope. 3 of the vaginal wall, Which is in close proximity to
4 Q. Does HPV as you describe it in Jaymen’s terms, . (e ervix?
5 s that indicative of an inflammatory process to the 5 A7 Youmay. You may have that.
6 tissue? 6 Q. And inflammation of the vaginal wall would
7 A. Yes,itis. ltis changes that occur from 7 cause fiss ge changes if, in fact, that is the same
8 inflammation. 8 condition 15 o, the vaginal wall; correct?
9 Q. And so typically, the tissue in that area is 9 A. It coulaifn7 s the same condition.
10 soft and moist; is that correct? 10 Q. An area that i~ int amed because of HPV, isn't
11 A. In the cervical area? 11 it more susceptible to'oruising than an area that is not
12 Q. Yes. 12  inflamed?
13 A. Yes, it usually is. 13 A. | don't understand your question.
14 Q. And the cervical area as you just described to 14 Q. I[f you have a vaginal wall that is inflamed,
15  us in the State’s exhibit is very close to the vaginal 15  you have some tissue change; correct?
16 wall or all part of the same female organ. Would that 16 A. That's correct.
17  be fair to say? 17 Q. When it is inflamed like that and one is
18 A. Yes, the cervical opening is in the, in the 18 having normal intercourse, is it more easily bruised
19 vagina. 19  than an area that does not have the inflammation?
20 Q. And when you have this change of tissue, what 20 A. |think the question - | think that's a tough
21 happens to the tissue that is affected or infected by 21 question to answer. | don't think there was any
22  the HPV? 22 indication of the vaginitis being diagnosed in this
23 A. Which tissue are you referring to? 23 case.
24 Q. I'mtalking about tissue that is affected by 24 Q. When you say vaginitis, what are you talking
25 HPV. 25 about?
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1 A, I'm sorry, vaginitis meaning inflammation of 1 cells of the blood do break down. | would like to be
2  the vaginal mucosa. 2  able to observe, if | could, the inflammatory process
3 Q. Butitis your testimony that if you have 3 that sometimes goes along with bruising, but | could
4 inflammation of the cervical area, that it's logical 4 not.
5 also that you may have an inflammation of the vaginal 5 Q. There's no way that you can tell this jury
6 wall because of the close proximity? 6 that this particular bruise was caused three days prior
7 A. That could be, as | answered. 7 to her death?
8 Q. [fthe vaginal wall is inflamed and because 8 A. No, | don't believe | actually said those
9 of this tissue change that you've described, isn't it 9  words.
10  more suszeptible to bruising during normal intercourse 10 Q. There's no way to date the vaginal bruise, is
11 thanif i, iz ot inflamed? 11 that what you're telling the jury?
12 I T.FFIN: | believe that's the same 12 A. That's correct.
13 question she as’.ed a while ago. | think the witness 13 MS. TURNER: If | may approach?
14 said it's a difficult r,us2 tion to answer. There was 14 Q. (BY MS. TURNER) Looking at 270, can this
15 no indication of the i/#ammation. 15  marking be caused by normal intercourse?
16 THE COURT: “fou .an clear that up on your 16 A. Yes, it could.
17  redirect on this issue. Let Yer go ahead and answer the 17 Q. There's no indication by looking at 270 that a
18 question. | belleve the question i, if she has this 18 force other than what might be normal intercourse was
19 disease and it is inflamed, is it mc.e sy Zoeptible to 19 applied?
20 bruising. 20 A. | would not be able to make that opinion.
21 THE WITNESS: It could be. 21 Q. By looking at the photegraph, can you tell if
22 Q. {BY MS. TURNER) Can HPV cause a discc'or: tion 22 the cervix was inverted?
23  that has been displayed in Exhibit 27072 23 A, | can't tell from that photograph, no.
24 A. It's possible, but unlikely it would cause 24 Q. Were you able to tell -- do you need to lock
25  this type of discoloration, so | would say it's a 25 atthem or do you know that, or you cannct tell?
=L
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1 bruise. 1 A. know that |l cannot tell.
2 Q. Why do you say it's unlikely but possible? 2 Q. By looking at the cervix, can you, you had
3 A. Certainly, in medicine many things can happen, 3 _ndicated in your autopsy that there has been surgical
4  and the likelihood we would measure, this is an area % Cuxte vention in the cervix area; is that correct?
5 that| described earlier where | sectioned and ohserved 5 A rhat's correct.
6 the blood and tissue beneath, and there's no similar 6 Q. <Can you point to those areas that led you to
7 appearance of the cervix. There is no bruising of the 7 believe th.re I as been surgical intervention?
8 cervix. And there was no blood upon sectioning the 8 A. You.nran on the photograph?
9 cervix. It's not similar in appearance at all. 9 Q. Onthe gliot goaph.
10 Q. So you're saying that you did section the 10 A. | know | cann- ¢ at this point. [ felt them,
11 cervix? 11 there was some irregu.arities.
12 A. Yes, | did section. | had to dissect to 12 Q. And did you study the medical records, 32
13  examine the genital area. 13 and 31 before you wrofe your autopsy report, or have
14 Q. Did you bring those photographs with you 14  these records come o your attention maybe in the
15  today? 16 last, well, since that time?
16 A. ldon't believe | did. 16 A, Well, | didn't study them. 1 did review
17 Q. And you have not given the District Attorney 17 them. But the autopsy is what | cbserved when I'm doing
18 copies of the photographs dissecting the cervix? 18 the examination, based on my findings and then you
19 A. No, just parts of my routine dissection. | 19 correlate if you have medical records.
20 photographed what | thought was significant there. 20 Q. Can you have this type of discoloration occur
21 Q. You earlier indicated that the vaginal bruise 21 as a result of the surgical intervention?
22 thatyou had described to the jury, that there was -- 22 A. You mean a bruise?
23  originally, you stated there was no way to date that, is 23 Q. Yes.
24 that true? 24 A. You probably could.
25 A. Yes. | made an attempt to do that, but the 25 Q. Knowing that she had a biopsy done in July of
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